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In spite of their noise, however, the schemes of these
fanatics were entirely frustrated. Intelligence officers had
done an excellent job. Most plots were known in advance
of their intended execution and were easily dealt with by
Canal Zone or Panamanian authorities. In this task of
counter-espionage, I have been told by fellow naval
officers of the Intelligence Service that the patriotic Pana-
manians came forward in almost every instance to inform
on their backsliding countrymen and made the task of
keeping effective security measures infinitely easier.
After 1944, when the growing Allied seapower had
finally broken the back of Germany's U-Boat fleet in the
Atlantic, the Caribbean area became a "quiet zone" in a
world at war. The contribution of the Republic of Panama
to the United Nations war effort was then complete except
for providing logistic services and morale-building shore
leave, as the last outpost of "civilization/* to military forces
transiting the Canal en route to Pacific battle areas. Times
had seen a great change from the gloomy days of spring
1942, when it had seemed very possible that the Isthmus
would become a primary war zone where the Western
Hemisphere would be fighting a last ditch struggle for
its very freedom. The American states had contributed
enormously to the turn of the tide.42 In retrospect Panama,
one of the world's smallest nations, could look back with
understandable pride and satisfaction upon her role in this
titanic war. In the words of one of her own governmental
spokesmen she could declare:
. * . Entonces, capacitados en lo moral y en lo material para
ser auxiliares efectivos de la defensa del Istmo, del Canal y
de las Americas, nuestros aliados nos veran con respeto, mies-
tros hijos hablaran de nosotros con admiracion y la JErase
"PanamA esta en guerra" habrd cobrado su verdadera conno-
taci6n hist6rica.43